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There are just two major news items to report this time, one concerning the former Texas School j Cf 
Book Depository and the other centred upon the Texas Theatre. ' ( ( 


On the Sixth Floor - not as sinister as it had seemed! 

Well-known assassination researcherGary Mack now holds the position of Official Archivist to the 
Sixth Floor Exhibit in the former Texas School Book Depository building. He has maintained a lengthy 
friendship with San Francisco researcher Hal Verb for many years. Towards the end of last year’s 
Kennedy Assassination Symposium in Dallas, Gary took Hal into the basement of the building. This is 
a privilege extended to very few people! 

No, Gary did not show Hal the original Stemmons Freeway roadsign whichhas long been suspected 
of being hidden down there. Whathe did show him, however, was both surprising and significant. It was 
the original window frame, including glass panes, etc. from the so-called sniper’s perch. It had apparendy 
been removed on the orders of the building owner, Mr Burt, after the assassination, sometime in the early 
’60s. 


When Hal told me about this, I immediately tried to fathom out the reasons behind Mr Burt’s 
insistence that itbe removed from its correct position. Was there something sinisterhere? Did ithold some 
hitherto unconsidered clue? Did it somehow indicate that Lee Harvey Oswald was not the lone-nut 
assassin? 


The answer to all three questions is in the negative. That window frame, still complete, has now 
been brought up from the basement and is again on the sixth floor. Now, however, it forms part of the 
exhibit and is on display to the public. The reason for its mysterious removal in the 60s has also been 
explained it was simply to prevent workers and other people in the building from removing pieces of it 
as souvenirs or covering it with graffiti! 

Texas Theatre again in the news 

The Texas Theatre, scene of Lee Harvey Oswald’s arrest on the afternoon of the Kennedy 
assassination, has been seriously damaged by fire. The building represents an essential ingredient of the 
so-called Assassination Tour and has been visited by thousands of interested people in the 3 1 years since 
the presidential killing. 

Not all of them can claim to have actually entered the building on West Jefferson Boulevard in the 
Oak Cliff district but those who did will have been fascinated by the somewhat sinister aura which it 
maintained. ~ 

The fire is believed to have started at 2.50 on the morning of Saturday 4th March. Co-owner Ron 
DuBois was asleep in his apartment behind the balcony at the time but he awoke and escaped unharmed. 
Damage has been estimated at around $350,000. There was considerable damage to the roof of the theatre 
and to one end of the building where the cinema screen was located. The main auditorium, including that 
part of die theatre where Oswald was arrested, was not seriously affected by the fire. 

At the time of the blaze, the display material - mainly photographs and other memorabilia - was well 
away from that part of the building affected by the fire itself and the subsequent efforts of the Dallas Fire 
Department to fight it! 

Your correspondent was privileged to spend well over an hour inside the Texas Theatre during his 
regular pilgrimage to Dallas last November. The actual seat where Oswald was arrested has long been 
removed but the seat now in that position has been suitably embellished to indicate its significance. 
Whether this is appropriate or just an unnecessary and tasteless action is up to the individual to decide. 
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